
 

SJTPO Welcomes the 2010 Policy 
Board 
At its January 25th Reorganization Meeting, the SJTPO Policy 

Board elected its 2010 officers, and Cape May County Freeholder 

Director Daniel Beyel was named the SJTPO Chairman for the 

twelfth straight year.  The Board also re-elected Atlantic County 

Freeholder Frank Sutton as Vice-Chair, and Cumberland County 

Freeholder Director Louis Magazzu as Secretary/Treasurer. New 

members appointed to the SJTPO Policy Board include Salem 

County Freeholder Bruce Bobbitt and South Jersey Transporta-

tion Authority (SJTA) Deputy Executive Director Dennis Culnan. 

Chairman Beyel thanked the Board for their support and wished 

everyone a happy, healthy, and prosperous year. 
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2009 brought two additions to the SJTPO team with Alan Huff 
and David Heller, AICP, P.P. joining in July.  Mr. Huff recently re-
ceived a Masters in City and Regional Planning from Rutgers as 
well as a Bachelor of Science in Community and Regional Plan-
ning from Iowa State University.  Mr. Huff worked as a Transpor-
tation Analyst with the Cape Cod Commission, the MPO for Cape 
Cod, Massachusetts.  Mr. Huff will be working on Public Involve-
ment, Environmental Justice, Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS), Web Development, and other Regional Planning tasks.  Mr. 
Huff can be reached at ahuff@sjtpo.org or at (856) 794-1941.   

Mr. Heller received a Masters in City Planning from University of 

Pennsylvania and a Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional 

Studies from Cornell University.  Mr. Heller worked on Air Quality 

Conformity with DRCOG, the MPO for Metropolitan Denver and 

prior to that worked for nearly ten years with NJTPA on Modeling 

and Air Quality Conformity.  Mr. Heller will be working primarily 

on Climate Change/Global Warming, Air Quality, and leading the 

SJTPO modeling effort, as well as other regional planning tasks. 

Mr. Heller can be reached at dheller@sjtpo.org or at (856) 794-

1941.   

‘09 Brings Two Additions to the 
SJTPO Team 

Daniel Beyel Frank Sutton Louis Magazzu 
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SJTPO Adopts New Public Involvement Plan 
The previous Public Involvement Policy was 

adopted in 1999, since that time, the Safe, 

Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transporta-

tion Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 

(SAFETEA-LU) was adopted (2005) as well 

as Executive Order 13166, in 2000, which 

addresses Limited-English Proficient popu-

lations.  These actions led to the following 

changes, reflected in the 2010 Plan: 

The 2010 Public Involvement Plan was 

expanded to include more than a list of 

basic requirements, with a Toolkit of 

implementation techniques, to show 

how SJTPO staff will work to get people 

involved. 

The SJTPO will consider issues of acces-

sibility in the selection of public meet-

ing locations. 

The SJTPO will work to make the proc-

ess more transparent. 

The SJTPO will utilize visualization tech-

niques to better clarify the MPO plan-

ning process. 

All federally-funded agencies must 

make materials more accessible to per-

sons with Limited-English Proficiency 

(LEP).  The Plan indicates that SJTPO 

Staff will work to utilize reasonably 

available resources that provide LEP 

populations with access to translated 

versions of all materials. 

The 2010 Public involvement Plan was ap-

proved by the Policy Board on January 25, 

2010 and is available on the SJTPO website 

(www.sjtpo.org). 
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A major SJTPO initiative during the next 

two fiscal years is the improvement and 

enhancement of the South Jersey Travel 

Demand Model (SJTDM).  A travel demand 

model is a sophisticated tool utilized by 

many metropolitan planning organizations 

(MPOs) to predict future traffic needs and 

travel conditions. Many of the transporta-

tion planning decisions for the region are 

made based on the information generated 

from the SJTDM. 

The model is used to support a variety of 

regional projects, plans, and studies, such 

as the 2035 Regional Transportation Plan 

(RTP) Update, the Congestion Management 

Process (CMP), and the annual Air Quality 

Conformity Determination of the RTP and 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

with the State Implementation Plan (SIP).  

In addition to these existing applications, 

many future applications are planned, such 

as an updated Coastal Evacuation Simula-

tion and model scenarios to predict trans-

portation impacts on greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emissions. 

The original SJTDM came on-line in mid-

2000 after a protracted period of develop-

ment and testing.  Since its initial develop-

ment, there have been many advances in 

modeling software, particularly with re-

spect to the geographic information system 

(GIS) interface.  In light of these trends and 

the SJTPO’s heavy reliance on model infor-

mation for major transportation decisions, 

the SJTPO is embarking on a major initia-

tive to improve and enhance the SJTDM.  

This initiative will result in, at a minimum: 

A new software platform on which the 

SJTDM resides; 

Improved calibration and validation to 

better match model predictions with 

observed person trips, traffic counts, 

and transit ridership; 

Improvements and enhancements of 

selected modules, such as the Temporal 

Model, to better reflect the casino- and 

shore-related trips unique to the SJTPO 

region; and 

Smooth operation of a model that is 

user-friendly and can be operated by 

MPO staff and interested sub-regional 

staff. 

Modeling Efforts Are Underway NJDOT Adopts 

“Complete Streets” 

Policy 

On December 10, 2009, NJDOT Commis-

sioner Stephen Dilts signed a new inter-

nal policy called “Complete Streets” to 

ensure that transportation planners and 

engineers consistently design, construct, 

and maintain state or federally funded 

roadways to provide safe access for pe-

destrians, bicyclists, and transit users of 

all ages and abilities. Complete Streets 

are designed and operated to provide a 

comprehensive, integrated, connected, 

multi-modal network of transportation 

options, promote healthier lifestyles, 

create more livable neighborhoods, and 

reduce traffic congestion and reliance on 

carbon fuels, thereby reducing green-

house gas emissions.   

New Jersey is one of the first ten states 

to make Complete Streets an official in-

ternal policy. In accordance with this pol-

icy, those planning, designing, construct-

ing and/or maintaining projects on state 

roads or those using Capital Program 

funds must give the same consideration 

to the needs of all users, including bicy-

clists and pedestrians, as they have tradi-

tionally given to motor vehicle opera-

tors.   

Accommodating all road users is not a 

new concept for NJDOT; the Department 

has had a “Bicycle and Pedestrian Policy” 

in effect since 1989. However, the new 

Complete Streets policy moves the idea 

forward, as it supersedes the depart-

ment’s existing policy. As Sheree Davis,  

(Cont’d on “Complete Streets,” Page 3) 

http://www.sjtpo.org


 

“Complete Streets” (Continued) 
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Legislation that requires all automobile 

passengers in New Jersey to wear a seat 

belt is now law. 

Under the law's provisions, not wearing 

a seat belt qualifies as a secondary of-

fense, meaning that in order to be 

stopped a car would have to be violating 

a primary offense such as speed-

ing.  Each unrestrained rear seat passen-

ger would be responsible for any fine 

imposed for not wearing a seat belt. 

This measure was signed into law Janu-

ary 18 by Gov. Jon Corzine and it takes 

effect immediately. 

Under the previous law, all passengers 

under the age of 18, drivers, and front 

seat passengers are required to wear a 

seat belt, but adult passengers in the 

back seat are not required to wear one. 

(Continued on “Seat Belt Law” page 4) 

New Law Requires All 
New Jersey Passengers 
to Wear Seat Belts 

NJDOT’s Director of Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Programs, reported, “We’ve done a good 

job, but this policy strengthens it.” The new 

policy specifically goes further than the 

existing policy by including transit users, the 

mobility-impaired, and others, making sure 

that “no user is left out of a project” ac-

cording to Davis. From the beginning of a 

project to the end, features such as side-

walks, wheelchair ramps, bike lanes, cross-

walks and street signals must be included. 

Davis said, “The new Complete Streets pol-

icy is a profound statement by the Depart-

ment that all users on New Jersey state 

roadways deserve to be safely accommo-

dated. This policy will be immediately insti-

tutionalized into our project delivery proc-

ess.”    

While the Com-

plete Streets 

policy was 

w r i t t e n 

w i t h 

permis-

s i b l e 

exemp-

t i o n s , 

D a v i s 

explained 

that these 

e x e m p t i o n s 

w o u l d  n o t  b e 

granted easily. “Any project that is brought 

to the Capital Program Committee would 

have to have supporting data and docu-

mentation as to why that project would be 

exempt from Complete Streets. Our next 

steps are to educate our transportation 

planners and engineers about this policy so 

that they have a better understanding of 

the benefits and need for Complete 

Streets.”  

In all, by adopting a Complete Streets pol-

icy, New Jersey is at the forefront of a na-

tional trend in which communities are at-

tempting to design projects that will result 

in a safer, more accommodating, and more 

livable environment. Earlier this year, 

Montclair became the first New Jersey mu-

nicipality to adopt its own Complete Streets 

policy. While NJDOT is not requiring coun-

ties or municipalities to adopt Complete 

Streets policies, it is strongly recommended 

and the Department will be working with 

local and regional jurisdictions to encourage 

the adoption of similar Complete Streets 

policies.  

Davis noted that NJDOT would look favora-

bly on towns and counties that adopt Com-

plete Streets policies or develop projects 

that accommodate all users. She also clari-

fied that the Department is developing in-

centives for local governments to imple-

ment complete streets projects, such as 

giving them an extra point on their applica-

tions for state and federal money. By 

adopting a Complete Streets policy, munici-

palities and counties will join the state in 

enabling safe, attractive, and comfortable 

access and travel for all users throughout 

their community to enjoy, both now and 

into the future. 

(Article: NJ Walks and Bikes, Photo: 

www.pedbikeimages.org | Laura Sandt ) 

Pedestrian  

Fatalities in 

New Jersey  

increased by 18 

percent from 

2008 to 2009 
SPOTLIGHT on Frank Sutton (Policy Board) 

Atlantic County Freeholder Frank Sutton joined the SJTPO Policy Board in 2009.  He 

was elected District-Three Freeholder November 2005 and Vice Chairman of the 

Board for 2008. Frank has served as an Egg 

Harbor Township Committeeman (1997 to 

2005) and Deputy Mayor (1999 to 2005). 

While on Committee he served on the Plan-

ning Board, Environmental Commission, Po-

lice Sub-Committee and liaison to Public 

Works. Frank currently serves as the Director 

of Emergency Management for Egg Harbor 

Township.  

He is a lifelong Atlantic County resident. Fol-

lowing graduation from Atlantic City High 

School he served four (4) years in the United 

States Air Force. He is a member of Plumber-

Pipe Fitters Local Union 322, a member of 

Saint Katharine Drexel Church and the 

Knights of Columbus, and a member of Trinity Masonic Lodge. Frank has been an 

active Cardiff Volunteer Firefighter for 33 years. He has resided in Egg Harbor Town-

ship for 37 years with his wife Mary Ann. They have three sons, Frank, III, Tom, 

Chris, and eight grandchildren. 

http://policy.rutgers.edu/VTC/bikeped/Walks_and_Bikes/Vol3_Issue2/streets1.htmlC:/Documents%20and%20Settings/ahuff/My%20Documents/ArcGIS%20Explorer
http://www.pedbikeimages.org
http://www.pedbikeimages.org/resultsAdv.cfm?photog=Laura%20Sandt


 

Cape May’s Matt Maher, the rising soccer 

star from the Ocean City Barons youth sys-

tem, who earned a soccer scholarship to 

Temple University and played professional 

soccer with the Philadelphia KiXX, was sen-

tenced to 5 and a half years in NJ State 

Prison after a fatal motor vehicle crash. 

Mr. Maher used the time prior to his sen-

tencing to partner with SJTSA to reach out 

to local high school students with the Mat-

thew Maher Story, to show students the 

consequences of poor decision-making. 

The message is essentially that despite 

numerous good, well thought out decisions 

that got him where he was in his career, his 

poor decision to drive while intoxicated 

resulted in the death of another man and 

the end of his career.  The hope was to 

reach out to local students with an idol 

figure who shows good reason to think 

twice before making similar bad decisions.  

Ultimately the program reached over 7,000 

kids and saved the lives of at least two stu-

dents to-date from a similar fate. 

SJTSA, Matt Maher Reach Out to Local High School Students  

SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION 4 

ON THE GO WINTER 2010 

"Wearing a seatbelt can mean the differ-

ence between escaping a car crash with 

little to no injury, and becoming a casu-

alty," said Sen. Brian Stack (D-Hudson), the 

Senate sponsor of the law. 

"According to the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration, of the roughly 

25,000 traffic fatalities that occurred in 

2008, more than half of those fatalities 

were unrestrained passengers.  To me, it is 

common sense that anyone in a car should 

wear a seatbelt. Through this law, we are 

regulating the segment of the population 

who still, for whatever reason, refuses to 

wear a seat belt, despite the warnings." 

New Jersey’s New 
Seat Belt Law (Cont’d) The SJTPO Staff recently completed the 

2009 Environmental Justice Report, an 

Update of the 2002 Report.  It serves as a 

self-evaluation of compliance to federal 

environmental justice policies.  The focus 

is on projects included in the TIP, meas-

ured against areas of above average con-

centrations of Low-Income and Minority 

populations.  The report finds that the 

SJTPO is in compliance with EJ regulations.  

The report is available on the SJTPO web-

site (www.sjtpo.org).  During the next 

year, SJTPO Staff will be working on a lar-

ger-scale EJ Plan, contact Alan Huff 

(ahuff@sjtpo.org) if you have suggestions 

for upcoming EJ efforts. 

2009 Environmental Justice Report Unveiled 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 

Regular meetings of the SJTPO Policy 
Board and the SJTSA are open to the 
public. Upcoming meetings are as fol-
lows, and can also be found at 
www.sjtpo.org 

SJTPO Policy Board 
Monday, March 22, 2010 – 11:00 am 
Monday, May 24, 2010 – 11:00 am 
Monday, June 28, 2010 – 11:00 am 

SJTPO Policy Board meetings are held in 
the Caucus Room, 1st Floor, Vineland City 
Hall, at 7th and Wood Streets. 

http://www.sjtpo.org
mailto:ahuff@sjtpo.org?subject=Environmental_Justice_Comment
http://www.sjtpo.org

