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SOUTH JERSEY TRANSPORTATION PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
Citizens Advisory Committee (Meeting Summary) 

 
Monday, January 30, 2017 - 6:30 PM 
Vineland City Hall - Caucus Room 
640 East Wood Street, Vineland, NJ 

 
 

Attendees 
 
Members: 
Rodney Guishard, CAC Chairperson Michael Hajek, Jr., CAC Vice-Chairperson 
Jacqueline Amado-Belton (via phone) Patrick Bomba 
Tom Garrett John F. Hall 
Kevin Dixon (via phone) Linda DuBois 
Tom Garrett Harry Moore  
Nancy Ridgway 
 
Also in attendance: 
David Heller, SJTPO Alan Huff, SJTPO 
Jennifer Marandino, SJTPO 
 
Robert Campbell, Public  
Katelynn Wintz, Cape May County 
 
 
Minutes Approval – November 3, 2016 CAC Meeting 
RM wanted to know if questions raised from the minutes were going to be answered. RG thought any 
outstanding questions from the November meeting would be answered following the presentation later in 
the meeting. With no further discussion, the minutes were approved. 
 
Report from Chair 
RG mentioned that JM was recently selected as Executive Director at the Policy Board meeting earlier 
that day.  
 
RG stated that the focus of the meeting today was “Understanding the SJTPO.”  
 
He also mentioned that a lot of work was done revising the by-laws and thinks they are something that the 
CAC can work with. RM asked if the by-laws were final. RG noted that they aren’t final until the Policy 
Board approves them. RM did not understand why the Policy Board was approving individual members 
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as opposed to the entire committee. JM noted that this was not something that was changed with the 
current set of revisions to the CAC By-Laws.  
MH said he discussed the by-laws with an attorney. According to the attorney, the CAC is a volunteer 
citizen’s organization that is “self-controlled.” “They vote their members in, sustain their members, and 
write their by-laws.”  According to the attorney, while it is perfectly legal for a volunteer citizen’s 
organization, such as the CAC, to present their by-laws to the Policy Board for their approval and adoption, 
the CAC is a self-contained organization that “handles internally amongst ourselves, as they have been 
doing.” MG continued, noting that the Court has ruled against the Policy Board having power over the 
citizen’s committee; specifically, in the context of asking a CAC member to leave. According to MH, 
“that is for the CAC to decide, not the Policy Board.”  
 
 
Reorganization--Election of Officers 
DH noted that with the proposed revisions to the by-laws, officers would serve a one-year term. Even 
though Rodney Guishard and Michael Hajek have already served one year, DH proposed that they 
continue to serve as Chair, and Vice-Chair, respectively, through the next CAC Reorganization meeting 
on January 18, 2018. The CAC members agreed. 
 
Notice of Schedule of Regular Meetings 
DH noted that the schedule of regular meetings was included in the packet and it is going to be published 
in the three local newspapers: The Press of Atlantic City, the SJ Times, and the Vineland Daily Journal.  
 
DH mentioned that he received an email from Nelson Gaskill who resigned, resulting in a vacancy on the 
CAC.  
 
 
Presentation: “Understanding SJTPO” 
JM kicked off the Powerpoint presentation (attached) with AH picking up half-way through to finish the 
presentation. JH asked how the amount of Federal money that goes to the State is determined. AH noted 
that it is based on population and roadway miles. The $1 billion that NJ receives is roughly proportional 
to our population. JM noted that almost none of the money flowing through SJTPO goes towards new 
roads.  AH noted that even roadway expansions, (as opposed to new roads), new bicycle paths and even 
new traffic signals can be onerous and time-consuming, as you are still adding impervious surface, which 
triggers environmental permitting requirements. PB asked if it would be better to build light rail public 
transportation, which is narrower but carries a higher (passenger) volume.  
 
JAB noted that the City of Pleasantville has taken advantage of several State programs, including Transit 
Village and Municipal Aid, which has allowed them to build sidewalks, curbs and streetscape 
improvements. MH mentioned that road diets have very little environmental impact since improvements 
are completed within the existing right-of-way.  
 
MH asked if the $0.23 increase in the gas tax has helped in filling the funding gaps. JM noted that that 
money goes into the State Transportation Trust Fund (County Aid and Local Aid), in which SJTPO has 
no involvement.  
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Talking about public outreach requirements, AH noted that SJTPO has to hear the comments from the 
public directly and can’t use the CAC as a go-between. He also noted that SJTPO needs to do a better job 
of making it clearer who the people need to talk to and when, so they can go to that office/department 
directly. MH reiterated his desire to insure that any citizen (who raises an issue to him) gets an answer, 
and does not get ignored.  RG noted that the CAC is the public also and can also help direct other members 
of the public to the right place. AH noted that SJTPO can’t have anyone filtering any other citizen off 
(from SJTPO).   
 
AH reiterated that the requirements for public outreach are in the SJTPO Public Involvement Plan (PIP), 
one of SJTPO’s core documents. RG asked who does the evaluation of outreach. JM noted that this is part 
of the re-certification process completed every four years by US DOT. He noted that one of the other ways 
CAC can help SJTPO is to help make its outreach process better and make it more accessible to the public. 
MH also said that at any meeting that SJTPO convenes, CAC members should be introduced as CAC 
members. RG also noted that CAC could provide input to the planning process.  
 
MH asked how the CAC can educate the public if they cannot deal directly with the public. AH remarked 
that the CAC can help advise the SJTPO as to how to better educate the public, and how to better reach 
the public. MH also noted that he represents 80,000 year-round residents in Cape May County. JM stated 
that technically none of the CAC members represents the public; the elected officials, at the county and 
local government, represent the public. MH could direct these representatives to the SJTPO and hopefully 
be able to now educate them if they don’t know what SJTPO does.     
 
Discussion of topics for: Thursday, March 30, 2017 meeting and beyond  
RG brought up “Smart Lights;” what are the advantages?  Other possible topics included: “Complete 
Streets,” and “Federal funding (particularly equity in distribution).” After some discussion, it was decided 
to have “Complete Streets” be the focus of the next meeting. 
 
Adoption of CAC By-Laws 
RG said he was proud of the revised by-laws, noting they are a good start and can be reviewed in the 
future, if necessary.  
 
MH requested the language: “Members shall serve at the pleasure of the Policy Board” be struck from the 
by-laws, under Membership. JAB noted that most citizen advisory boards are under the umbrella of 
something higher, and do not have the independence of choosing their own members. RG noted that the 
CAC is a creation of the SJTPO. RG also noted that this is what the Policy Board wants, but doubts that 
the Policy Board is going to arbitrarily “kick people off.”  JAB noted that the Policy Board can get rid of 
the entire CAC if it so desires. With MH as a dissenting vote, the CAC approved the by-laws. MH then 
tendered his resignation immediately.1 JM noted that the purpose of the redirection of the CAC was not 
to silence or dissolve the CAC (which was raised by the Planning Directors as an option). RG reiterated 
that there was a by-laws sub-committee comprised of members of the CAC, whose input was considered 
in the revised by-laws.  
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Following this meeting, after a conversation with Chairman Guishard, Michael Hajek rescinded his resignation and 
expressed his desire to remain a member of the CAC, as of this writing.  
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Upcoming SJTPO Meetings 
• Technical Advisory Committee Monday, March 13, 2017 at 10:00 AM Vineland City Hall 
• Policy Board Monday, March 27, 2017at 10:00 AM  Vineland City Hall 
• FY 2018-2027 Transportation Improvement Program Public Meeting, June 2017, exact date 

to be determined 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:20 PM. 


